
Siloam United Church - Minutes of Council Meeting   
June 15, 2021 at 10:30 

Held via Zoom and in person at Siloam United Church 
 
Attendance: Rev. Dr. Sheila Macgregor, Catherine Glover (chair), Steve Britton 
(Regional Representative), John Davidson (Outreach and Social Justice), Dave Dunham 
(Property), Anita Elworthy (Congregational Life), Dick Huffman (Treasurer and 
Congregational Resources),  Pauline Newton (M&P), Betty Ross (Rose Birrell) Margaret 
Smith (Spiritual Life & Worship), Allyn Todd (Trustees and Communications), Heather 
Elliott (secretary)  
Guest: Lynn McClary  
 
Chair Glover called the meeting to order.  Rev. Sheila opened the council meeting with 
prayer.  A Moment of silence was held to honour the recent murder of 4 Muslim family 
members in London, and the discovery of 215 indigenous children’s bodies at a 
residential school in Kamloops, BC.   
 
Correspondence:  Letter of resignation received from Lynn McClary as Chair-Elect. 
Letter of resignation received from Heather Elliott as Council Secretary. 
 
Correction to Rules of Order from May 18, 2021 council meeting required calling the 
questions of two motions.  Dave Dunham, acting chair at the time of the May 18, 2021 
meeting, called the question.   
Motion:   

1. That Siloam enter a formal financial partnership, effective January 2022, with 

other United Churches and create a Collaborative Youth and Young Adult 

Ministry.  Siloam will commit a maximum of $25,000.00/year to this Ministry for a 

minimum of 5 years. 

2. Siloam will retain $5,000.00/year in its budget for the provision of Christian 

Education to Children.  This will be a contracted service to be evaluated annually. 

3. Siloam supply budget for Children/Youth and Young Adult Ministry will be capped 

at $3000.00/year 

Moved by Catherine Glover, seconded by Anita Elworthy.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion To approve the Community of Faith Documents which will be presented to the 
Congregation for approval at the 2021 AGM.  
Moved by Catherine Glover, Seconded by Allyn.  Motion carried 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes dated May 18, 2021, as amended.  Moved by Anita 
Elworthy and seconded by Dave Dunham.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  To accept the agenda, as amended. 
Moved by Margaret Smith, seconded by Anita Elworthy. Motion carried.   
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Continuing Business: Financial Update Dick Huffman reported that he is preparing the  

financial report to present at the AGM on June 27, 2021.  He will discuss the 2020 
results with the congregation and explain the 2021 budget. Dick suggested that the 
report be distributed to the congregation prior to the AGM. Council agreed that the 
report should be distributed to the congregation prior to the AGM, and it was 
recommended that members of the congregation be given the opportunity to submit 
questions relating to the financial report prior to the AGM.    
 
Motion:  Be it moved that Council requests the Board of Trustees to advance to the 
Siloam Operating Account $30,000 from its Non-Designated Fund for assistance with 
payroll and insurance obligations during the Covid pandemic, conditional upon the 
following: if Siloam can fundraise and/or increase givings to prevent a shortfall by the 
end of 2021, the year-end surplus will be repaid to the Trustees, up to the amount the 
Trustees have advanced under this request  
Moved by Dick Huffman, seconded by Pauline Newton.  Motion carried.   
(Allyn Todd, Chair of Trustees abstained) 
  
(Lynn McClary joined the meeting) 
Motion To move to In Camera meeting 
Moved by Dave Dunham, seconded by Anita Elworthy.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion To move to return to open council meeting 
Moved by Steven Britton seconded by Anita Elworthy. Motion carried  
 
Summary of the in-camera discussion:  Lynn McClary provided council with an update 
of the search for a music director.  Council confirmed the budget amount for the music 
director position and continues to support the work of the search committee.   
 
New Busines:   Becoming an Affirming Congregation Material regarding becoming an 
affirming congregation was circulated to council prior to the meeting by Lynn McClary.  
It was noted that Antler River Watershed Regional Council has already become an 
affirming council. Only 10% of United Churches of Canada have gone through the 
process of becoming an affirming congregation. 
   
Motion:  That Siloam United Church begin the process of becoming an Affirming 
Ministry by forming a working group and that our intention to begin the process be 
communicated to Affirm United with our permission to share this information with Antler 
River Watershed Regional Council. 
Moved by Dave Dunham, seconded by Dick Huffman.  Motion Carried 
 
Next steps:  Form an Affirming Committee - Lynn McClary, Catherine Glover and Rev. 
Sheila have all expressed an interest to join the affirming committee.  Lynn has agreed 
to co-chair the committee.  It was suggested that Siloam approach someone from 
London Pride to join the committee. Lynn McClary will also reach out to churches in the 
London area that have already gone through the affirming process.   
(Lynn McClary left the meeting) 
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Youth and Young Adult Ministry Update: Catherine Glover reported that First St. 
Andrews, Metropolitan U.C. and Siloam have all made a financial commitment of a 1/3 
each of costs associated with a Youth and Young Adult Ministry. Catherine is 
approaching another church to also become a financial partner. The intention is for this 
ministry to start in 2022. 
 
Children’s Ministry update:  Margaret Smith reported that Spiritual Life and Worship 
have met to discuss programing for Sunday morning Children’s worship.  They have 
also investigated the option of the U.C. Go Project.  It was agreed by the SL&W 
committee, when consulted with both Jen Prince and Allison O’Connor, that the current 
curriculum from Spark House is working well.  It was agreed to continue using it for 
Sunday morning children’s ministry.  Margaret also reported that Allison O’Connor is 
willing to take on the role as Sunday School Supervisor until December 2021 under the 
current terms of her contract.   
 
Annual General Meeting Preparations:  The AGM will be held at Siloam United on June 
27, 2021 at 12:00.  The meeting will be held via Zoom and in person, in keeping with 
Covid19 restriction.  Allyn Todd noted that Bruce Challis, from the Communications 
Team has agreed to co-host the zoom meeting.  Dick Huffman noted that the 
identifiable givers report will be corrected for the meeting.  Erin will be sending out the 
agenda and the community of faith documents.  For those members of the congregation 
who do not receive e-mail, a paper copy will be mailed.  People who attend in person 
will have to prebook with Erin.     
 
Re-opening Siloam U.C. for in person worship:   With the current Ontario re-opening 
guidelines it is anticipated that Ontario will be in level 2 by July 18, 2021.  
Motion:  That Siloam U.C. reopen for in person worship on July 18, 2021 and the 
reopening commitee reconvene as soon as possible.   
Moved by Margaret Smith, and seconded by Anita Elworthy 
8 in favour, 2 opposed, motion carried.  
 
United Church Healing Fund  The President of Antler River, Rev. Jane Van Patter has 
encouraged all our congregations to donate $215 to the United Church of Canada 
Healing Fund, in memory of the recent discovery of 215 indigenous children’s bodies at 
a residential school in Kamloops, BC.  This fund supports healing initiatives in 
Indigenous communities and to address the ongoing impacts of the residential school 
system.   
Motion to donate $215.00 to the United Church Healing Fund.  
Moved by Anita Elworthy, seconded by Betty Ross.   Motion Carried.  
 
In light of the recent murderous attack on a London Muslim family resulting in 4 deaths, 
John Davidson will make a donation from the Outreach benevolent fund to the London 
Muslim Mosque. Catherine will prepare a letter of support to the London Muslim 
Mosque, from Siloam UC council.  
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Spiritual Life and Worship Margaret Smith reported that the SL&W agreed that they 
would discontinue printing bulletins.  The order of service will be displayed on the 
screen in the sanctuary.    There will be a printed monthly paper copy of the church’s 
activities that will be available in the Arva Atrium.   
 
Communications:  Allyn Todd reported that the communications team has changed 
direction in their hiring.  They will not be hiring summer students as previously intended 
but will instead focus on hiring a Website Developer that will be able to update and 
redesign the website.   
 
Motion:  Be it moved that the Trustees be requested to fund up to $3,000 as a capital 
improvement to Siloam’s website by contracting a qualified person or company to 
upgrade the website under the guidance of the Communications Committee. 
Moved by Allyn Todd, seconded Pauline Newton.  Motion carried.   
 
Chair Glover adjourned the meeting.  Allyn Todd closed with prayer. 
   
Next Meeting – September 21, 2021 (Time to be determined) 
 
 
 
_________________________   _________________________ 
Catherine Glover Chair    Heather Elliott, Secretary 


